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OF THE PENALTY OF DEATH UNTIL I HAVE THE INFALLIBILITY OF HUMAN JUDGMENT DEMONSTRATED TO ME.” .... Lafayette. 
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9 1845, 
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Refuge of the Gallows. | 


Under our bead ‘ Refuge of the Gallows,’ we place 
this week an extract from a Report made to the 
Massachusetts Senate in 1837, by Rev. (now Hon.) 


Charles Hudson. The report has been extensively 


circulated, and a copy is now scarcely to be had 


It is one of the most ingenious documents in favor. 
of the gallows that we have met with. We have 
not time now to go into any very extended view of 
it, but merely give the following, which the author 
presents in reply to those who say that Capital Pun- 
ishment is revengeful, and is contrary to the teach- 


ings of Christ. 


‘ Those who represent the Inw as a system 
of revenge, nraintain, that the gospel is so mild 
and benevolent, that capital punishment can- 
not be inflicted without violaturg its provisious 
We are commanded, by the divine teacher, 
say they, not to resist evil ;— and from this it 
is inferred, that capital punishment is contrary 
to the spirit of the New Testament. We 
readily allow, that the gospel is a merciful 
system, and that it prohibits every thing like 
revenge. : 
prohibition conflicts with the infliction of just 
and reasonable penalties. No man will inter- 
pret this prohibition in such a manuer as to 
deny to government the right of passing laws, 
and affixing to them suitable penalties ; and if 
it is admitted that government has a right to 
enact such laws,as they may think the pub- 
lic good requires, then it follows that they may 
enacta law making those crimes capital, which 
are thought to merit that punishment. The 
gospel not only recoguizes civil government, 
but capital punishment itself. Death as a 
penalty existed when Christ was on earth ; 
and though he and his apostles had the best 
opportunity that could be offered, to express 
their disapprobation of the penalty, they no 
where do it. But on the contrary, they seem 
to allow that this penalty was just. When 
Paul was brought before Festus, he declared 
that if he had committed any erime worthy of 
death, he refused not to die. When Christ 
was put to death,he expired between two male- 
factors, who were suffering capitally for their 
crimes. The penitent thief confessed that the 
punishment was just; and the’ Saviour acqui- 
esced in that opinion. Would Christ, in his 
last hours, have omitted this opportunity to 
condemn a penalty which was contrary to the 
ordinance of Heaven, and fraught with ex- 
treme cruelty’? Would the zealous advocate 
for the abolition of capital punishment in these 
days, let such an opportunity pass without en- 
tering his protest againstit? We think not. 
Now, unless he claims to be more faithful than 
the Son of God, he must allow that the ease 
before us, furnishes an argument in favor of 
capital punishment.’ 





No PunisHMENT.—The opposers of capital pun- 
ishment in and about Boston, are now making a 
trifling movement, though it will probably not 
amgpunt to much. A committee of ways and means 
to abolish the existing laws, consisting of Rev. 
Messrs. Pierpont and Spear, and Wendell Phillips, 
Unitarian, Universalist, and Non-resistant—has been 
recently appointed, who are-to commence a siege of 


But we have yet to leurn that this | 


the Legislature at its next session. Thereis a deal 
of philanthropy in displaying tenderness for the 
criminal at the expense of the justice and the wel- 
fare of society —N. Y. Evangelist 

DEBATE IN THE RHODE ISLAND LEGIS- 

LATURE ON THE PETITION OF JOHN 

GORDON, THE MURDERER OF SPRAGUE, 

FOR A REPRIEVE. 

On motion of Mr. Branch the petition of 
‘John Gordon, assigned for to-day was taken 
‘up. ‘The petition having been read, Mr. Updike 
‘opposed the granting thereof. Society must 
ibe saved. Should the sentence be siispended 
| until next September, the circumstances would 
| be forgotten. , 
| The murder was one of the greatest atroci- 
jty. He had from the first, felt the deepest 
/sympathy for all the relatives of the unhappy 
jvictim. The petitioner had a full trial, The 
| most learned counse! pleaded his cause. Mr. 
| Atwell, the most eminent of advocates, all the 
| counsel in the case, were the most faithful, the 
most untiring, the most able counsel, that could 
|be procured in the State. A deliberate hear- 
}ing was had upon every part of the case, and 
after the most patient investigation, the jury 
}has founda verdict of guilty. The Court had 
‘lent the assistance of their learning. 
| It would be a fatal impolicy in the General 
| Assembly now to interfere. It was opening 
'a way of escape to the greatest criminals. 
| He felt a sympathy with the man who thus 
asks to be saved from the dreadful death to 
which he is condemned. It was impossible 
ito avoid such a feeling. But there was a 
deeper sympathy for those who Were bereav- 
ed by the horrible act he had committed. 

Mr. Updike proceeded to describe the ef: 
fects of a lax administration of the laws, upon 


\the extension of crime. Many years since, a 
| 





.|large gang of burglars infested this State.— 


They committed the most daring robberies — 
|at length one of them was detected in Hopkin- 
‘ton, and was executed. From that time, the 
crime ceased, all the birglars fled, and an act 
of that description was not known in the State 
for many years. Such would be the result in 
this case. 

Mr. Brown would admit the truth of all that 
the gentleman had said. But what had that 
to do with the petition? The murder was 
oue of the most frightful character, The facts 
developed, show however, that one man must 
have been concerned in it. It is pdssible that 
the other may be discovered. Will it do any 
harm to delay the execution of this sentence 
a little while? He believed that if this man 
was guilty, his brothers must be guilty too. 

The argument that the execution of crimi- 
nals would stop the progress of crime he did 
notagree with. In the year 1797, a man was 
execnted in this State. For 30 years after 
that date no execution took place. During the 
last 15 or 20 years a great many persons have 
been hung, and it did not seem to him that the 
terror of the punishment had prevented the 
crime. But he was in favor of punishing. the 
guilty. He only desired that there might be 
little delay in the present case. 

Mr. T. Whipple also spoke in favor of grant- 
ing the petition. He could see no danger to 
society from so doing, and if there was a pos- 
sibllity of any evidence being found. that 
would go to show the innocence of this man, 





jealous also of convictions on circumstantial 





every sentiment of justice and mercy demand- 
ed delay.” 

Mr. Cranston said that the people of this 
State were ever slow to take life. They were 


evidence. Our criminal code is one of the 
mildest in its features of any in the country, 
one offence only is punished with death. He 
was glad that it was so. But because of its very 
lenity, there was the greater necessity for the 
vigorous execution of the laws. Without this 
there can be no safety to the citizen. The ar- 
gument used in favor of the petition that no 
danger could result from delay, could be em- 
ployed by every criminal. In every case new 
evidence might arise. To grant a reprieve 
would be holding out a hope of pardon. It 
wonld be giving countenance to those who 
harbor evil intentions. If such acts of butch- 
ery were allowed to go wnpunished, none 
could be secure. 

Mr. T. Whipple did not admit that a reprieve 
would lead to an additional pardon. The pe- 
tition asks for a definite measure of time,— he 
would live until the trialof his brother has 
been concluded. If nothing results from that 
trial to prove his innocence, the law must have 
its course. 

He believed that the certainty,not the severi- 
ty of punishment, would deter from the com- 
mission of crime. He would not urge this 
consideration, but he felt that a fearful respon- 
sibility would fall upon him and upen the 
House, should this sentence afterwards show 
its injustice. 

Mr. Barber thought that serious evils would 
result from granting this petition. It was so 
already. Men had already begun to forget 
the atrocity of the murder of Mr. Sprague. It 
was more difficult now to obtain evidence in 
the case that at the first trial. 

Mr. Brown highly approved of the conduct 
of the Court, in the trial of Gordon. They had 
delayed their judgment, and offered every 
means for the complete examination of the 
case. It was for the Honse to follow this ex- 
ample. 

Mr. Dixon, of Westerly, said he should be 
gratified could he vote for the suspensien of| 
this sentence. But he had a duty to perform | 
to himselfand to the community, which he could | 
not shrink from. The character of the trial 
of Gordon was such that no reason appears for 
the application now made. New evidence 
might, indeed, be adduced, but a reprieve 
would be holding outa lure to perjury. He 
fenred’such would be the effect of it, and he 
could mot record his vote for an act which 
might lead to such a crime. 

Mr. Tourtellot had listened with great at- 
tention to the arguments of the members, and 
they seemed to him to be inapplicable to the 
question before the House. They were such 
as might be appropriate were the petition for 
a pardon. Such was not the request. The 
simple statement of the case is, that John Gor- 
don can be guilty only on the supposition of 
the guilt of his brother. The brother is yet to 
be tried, and however small may be the pos- 
sibility of an acquittal, it was right that this 
man should be permitted to take every advan- 
tage of it, 

Mr. Bosworth, urged the importance of ear- | 
nest deliberation before deciding on tliis sub-' 








ject. He had feeble expectations that any- 
thing would be developed tending to show the 
innocence of Gordon. But to his mind the 
smallest probability, or even possibility of 
such a result was sufficient to determine in 
favor of a suspension of sentence. 

Mr. Updike renewed his argument upon the 
necessity of a vigorous execution of the laws. 
He enlarged upon the consequences of too 
great lenity. No individual could be safe.— 
We shall be placed in the same condition as 
the Western and Southern people — and be 
obliged to go armed. Nothing but the prompt 
enforcement of every law, and the inflexible 
opposition of the pardoning power, to every 
interference with the judgments of the Court, 
will save us from calamity. 

Mr Branch said he had wished to take no 
part in this discussion. He had been a partic- 
ular acquaintance, nay, friend, of Mr. Sprague, 
and deeply deplored his loss. But the request 
of the petitioner was one he could not resist. 

Three brothers had been accused of the 
crime; one was acquitted, one cendemned 
and sentenced, the third still awaiting trial — 
John Gordon asks that he may live a few days 
longer, to know the fate of that brother, and 
then meet his death. Iam willing that the 
respite should be granted to him. 

On motion of Mr. Brown the House was 
called on the question of granting the Peti- 
tion. 

27 members voted in favor, 36 against it. 

On motion of Mr. Bosworth the petitioner 
had leave to withdraw. 4 


Stncunrar Escare,—A drunken fellow had 
a narrow escape from death, on the railroad 
near this place, a few days ago. He was 
walking on tlie track when a coal train came 
behind him. The engineer rang the bell, the 
steam whistle shriked, but to no effect. The 
pedestrian, comfortably loaded with the ar- 
dent, pursued ‘the even tenor of his way,’ 
until he was laid sprawling by a bump from 
the locomotive. Fortunately, he fell between 
the rails, and there he lay, ina condition of 
mind ‘ more easily to be imagined than deseri- 
bed,’ while a train ol sixty cars passed over 
him. The locomotive was one of the very few 
on the line that would not have killed lim 
with the ash pan, and the place where he fell 
was at a point where the sills were unusually 
low. He sustained no injury, except a little 
tearing of clothes. When questioned as to 
why he did not clear the track, he said ‘he 
thonght the engine was coming the other way " 

Reading Journal. 











Disparity or PuntsHmMeNnt.—At a Sessions ir 
Charleston, South Carolina, a few years ago, a man, 
for killing a negro, was fined two hundred and fifty 
dollars, while two other persons tried at the same 
Sessions for negro stealing, were sentenced to be 
hanged. 


Capitat PuntsHMent.—Although New Hamp- 
shire seems to be given over to hardness of heart, 
on the question of human freedom ; and although, 
large majority of that State have decided ayainst 
the abolition of capitdl punishment, yet in her body 
of Steele is found a heart of flesh, which will exert 
powerful influence on the side of humanity. Take 
courage, then, ye lovers of right, and agitate the 
question, whether on the score of expediency even, 


blood for bleod must be taken !—Vore of Freedom 
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DISCUSSION ON CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 


_lare beginning a mighty reform, and when you say law of Christ. 


THE HANGMAN. 
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We have the bad | ter of religion, one would think we were a nation of 


‘the gallows? As old as Cain. 
h. We Jews living under the law of Moses, ignorant of the 


| spirit of five thousand years to contend wit 


that, you say you are prepared to-meet difliculties, T regret the course of Governor Briggs. I voted 
/to encounter opposition, to combat the evil spirit of for him, but I did not think Twas making him instru- 
the bad, the prejudice of the good, and that you are | mental in the death of my brother. I feel that I 
prepared, having done all to stand. But though { have been a party to his death. Henceforth I will 


RHODE ISLAND LEGISLATURE— 
OUTRAGEOUS AND INHUMAN 
ACT! 

On our first page we have given a sketch of the 
debate in the Legislature of Rhode Island respect- 


ing the Petition of John Gordon, for a Reprieve. 
We are much obliged to our friend’ Samuel W. 


IN BOSTON, JAN. 3. ‘admit we have great obstacles to encounter, though | 


never vote for one who is not right on this subject. 


- such feelings: let us confine ourselves to moral agi- 
: tatlon ;—of that there cannot be too much. 


We have given some account of former meetings 
held in this city on the subject of the Punishment | 
of Death. The meeting alluded to in the following 
account was held at a very solemn time ; it was on 
the evening of the execution of Thomas Barrett in 
Worcester. A committee had been appointed, con- 
sisting of Isaac H. Wright, Fox, liitchie, Spear, and 
Fowle, to wait on the Governor at 10 o’clock on the 
evening before. The result we have stated, which 
was an entire refusal, on the part of the Governor 
and Council, to grant a reprieve. 


Isaac H. Wrieut, from the committee appoint- 
ed to wait upon the Governor, reported that the com- 
mittee attended to the duty immediately, and were 
received by the Governor. Mr. Fowle stated the 
facts in his possession; but the Governor seemed to 
be familiar with them, and gave it as his strong im- 
pression that they had been given in evidence at the 
trial. As the committee could not contradict it, they 
did not urge them. The Governor, however, stated 
that even if this were not the case, he had no power 
to act alone, as the law required the case to be sub- 
mitted to a committee of the council, and it was al- 
together too late for that. ; 

The committee ascertained that it was a mistake 
that public notice had been given to the friends of 
Barrett to appear before the Executive. The no- 
tice was merely private from one of the Councillors 
to certain gentlemen in Worcester, who replied that | 
they had nothing to offer. 

On motion of Mr. Garrison, the report of the Com- 
mittee was accepted. | 








[The Report and Resolutions were published in a | 
former number] 


Mr. Wright then said that he had endeavored to | 
prepare resolutions that should not reflect upon the | 
Executive — that the public mind had certainly | 
been shocked by the refusal of the Governor and | 
Council to grant a reprieve — that: these resolutions | 
would rather tend to allay public feeling, while at | 
the same time the facts would be given by those | 
who had first moved in the affair. He thought the | 
inability of the Governor in such an emergency to 
grant a reprieve was a part of the law that ought to | 
be changed. Unfortunate as this occurrence was, 
if it should have the effect of rousing the public | 
mind to the subject, it would be a great benefit to| 
the cause. The opponents of Capital Punishment | 
had it in their power to make use of it to strike | 
home to all hearts the great principles they were | 
engaged in upholding. He did not mean by excite- | 
ment and violence. They were Christians who | 
were engaged in the cause. One of the Council had | 
said there was such feeling against Barrett in Wor- | 
cester it would be dangerous to reprieve him. If 


this were true, let the friends of the gallows have all 


Mr. Heap said that last evening he had been op- 
posed to appointing a committee, but he felt per- 
fectly satisfied with the resolutions, and moved 
their acceptance. | 

Resolutions were passed with but one dissenting | 





 yoice, 


Cuartes Spear then brought up his Resolution | 
for the formation of a Society, and Mr. Ritchie moved 
that all in favor of forming one should remain after | 
the meeting. 

The Resolutions offered by Mr. Garrison, at the | 


Cox had recommended the guillotine, as a merciful 


we have the ‘ Religion’ and the ‘ Respectability ’ of 
the land against us. though we have old customs 
and prejudices to overcome, yet we have one thing 
on our side our opponents have not — the Truth and 
Right are with us. 

The very friends of Capital Punishment are shock- 
ed at the gallows! Mr. G. then quoted from a work 
in defence of Capital Punishment, by Rev. Dr. Cox, 
where he says that hanging is a ‘dog’s death,’ not 
fit for a Christian community, and recommends the 
guillotine as more honorable. Mr. G. commented 
severely on the Reverend defender of the gallows. 


He spoke of the argument he had used that the 
fear of death was often the only means of bringing 
hardened offenders to repentance, and saving their 
souls. Thus'men not fitto keep company with us 
here were swung off from the gallows into everlast- 
ing bliss. Why, if hanging is so good a method of 
saving souls, why wait till men have committed a 
capital offence * why not have a body of spiritual 
sheriffs, who should take all whom they thought in 
need of the process, and send them to everlasting 
happiness ? 

But it is a solemn subject. Far be it from me to 
treat it lightly, though the arguments of our oppo- 
nents are sometimes sufficiently absurd. 

Have you.never thought of those terrible words 
of the judge? And may God have mercy on your 
soul! What! shall men claiming by special reve- 
lation the right to show no mercy, shall they turn 
round, and pray to God to show that mercy they de- 
ny? And most especially how can they, who be- 
lieve in everlasting punishment hereafter, how can 
they pray to God for that mercy he will not suffer 
them to show. 

Mr. Garrison then quoted an article from the Chris- 
tian Watchman, a Baptist religious paper, the ob- 
ject of which was to cast a prejudice upon the cause 
by representing it as a Universalist movement. Mr. 
G. remarked upon this attempt to excite sectarian 
prejudices. But he said, be a man a Baptist or a 
Unitarian, a Catholic or an Atheist, I give him the 
right hand of fellowship in this cause. As well in | 
Revolutionary times might one object to Republi- 
canism that Thomas Paine was a Republican. 

The great mischief is, our popular religion has 
too much to do with the life to come — nothing with 
the present life. I say make men good now, and | 
they will be sure to be fit for Heaven hereafter. 
Shall we then go on, and make life cheap, and har- 
den men’s hearts, and destroy their conscience, or 
shall we make life sacred, and make it safe? 





Dr. Cuannine thought we ought to treat with: | 
respect the opinion of any distinguished man. Dr | 
mode of putting to death. But the observations of 
medical men, especially in France, had proved this 
to be an error. It had been observed that when the 
head of the criminal was held up by the execu- 
tioner, the face presented a horrible appearance of 
agonized thought. The eyes were open surveying 
the people, and a mental process was evidently going 
on, for a moment even after the head was severed 
from the body. This horrible fact must refute the 
opinion, that the guillotine was a merciful instru- 
ment. . 

Dr. Channing mentioned two cases that had re- 
cently occurred in the city. One where the pris- 
oner was charged with procuring the death of a 


. er—I have as much right as you, banded together | ready to repeat the same offence. 


first meeting, were then brought up, and Mr. Gar- | child, and- had killed the mother also. What had 
RISON rose. | become of the case? Through the indifference and 

He said the act we had just been considering re- | indisposition of the public to convict capitally, the 
flected no credit on our Executive or our State, but | principal witness had disappeared, and could not 
we were not met to consider the case of one man, | be found, and the criminal was at large. The other | 
but the general question, what right we have in any | case was similar Now suppose such cases multi- 
case to strangle and throttle our brother men. Is it| plied. How do the criminals go forth? ten times 
true we are all created brethren by one God? then , worse than before—their characters lost,—with no 
I have as much right as any other to kill my broth- | respect for a society that can treat the matter so — 
I would treat the 
But I deny the right to the | criminal so that every man shall be anxious to up- 
I thank | hold the laws. 


assassin and to the Government equally. 
Mr. Ritcure said that 17 or 20 years ago he’ had | 


God I had no hand in the murder committed this | 

day. I go for the inviolability of human life in all assisted in getting up a petition on the subject, and 
cases. I wish to see the great principle recognized | had circulated it himself in many parts of the city. | 
everywhere, that just in proportion as human life is _He was able to procure but 30 or 40 names. The 
held sacred, in that proportion it will be safe; tha: | progress of public opinion had been such that last 
where you hold it cheap, there you demoralize and | year we had within five of half the Legislature in 
| our favor. 

I know how much we shall have to contend with.| Mr. Spear said that on one of his petitions was 
Men are such creatures of tradition and imitation— | the name of Frederick Robjpson, Warden of the 
we think so little for ourselves — we are so misled | State Prison. sIf he was not afraid, he thought we 
by precedent — we have been taught so long that | ought not to be. 

God has made it right, that it will not be alighte,| Mr. Cureman said when one hears such quota- 





into a Government. 


degrade. 


I repudiate all theology that is inconsistent with 
the precepts of true religion, and all politics that 
are at war with the true welfare of the people. I 
will forego all political and sectarian considerations, 
to save life. 

Mr. C. spoke of the fact that the community hi- 
censed the sale of ardent spirits, the consequences 
of which they are now punishing with the gallows. 

Wenpett Purtiips followed. He hoped an 
organization would be formed, that a few men 
might not have all the work to do. This hour the 
State might have been shaken, if we had been pre- 


Wheeler, of Providence, for this document, and for 
the deep interest which he takes in our paper. We 
shall be happy to forward weekly the fifty copies of 
} which he speaks. 
We know not where to find language sufficiently 
strong to express our feelings, at the inhuman con- 
duct of the Rhode Island Legislature. 
not yet survived the shock, received in consequence 
of the refusal of Gov. Briggs, and his Council, to 
reprieve Barrett, who was hung in our state, on the 
third inst. But really, that case will scarcely com- 
pare with this of Gordon’s. For here, the Prisoner 
himself asks for a Reprieve, not a Commutation or 





pared. The Council have thia day put a man to 
death because he was intemperate ; sent a man to 
his great account because he got drank; punished a 
man with death for committing a crime, not from 
love of crime, but from a love of liquor. 
perance Reform has taken too strong hold ; its great 
arguments have been sent home too forcibly to the 
hearts of the people, for them to remain quiet under 
such laws ;—laws which make it impossible to dis- 
tinguish between the crimes of Crowningshield and 
this unfortunate man. If this be the law in tem- 
perance Massachusetts, the moral sense of the peo- 
ple never will sustain it. 

Now what we want is organized action. 
want you all to work. We want you all to feel as 
my friend does, that you are personally responsible. 
The public mind is not averse. Why even in New 
Hampéhire, with all the palpits but the Universal- 
ists against the cause, one man in three was in its 
favor. In Massachusetts. only two to one are against 
it. In New Hampshire, wherever a public discus- 
sion had been held, or a lecture delivered, an im- 
mense majority were in its favor. 

The Bible has been mentioned. I do not go tc 
the Bible to make laws ;—that was for a higher 
interest. 


pel? 


tronomy, or our political economy. We are tosettle 


the matter as a question of right, and as a question | 
of expediency. Has society the right totake men’s | 


lives — and if so, is it expedient to use it? 

What we want is men who can make this case of 
Barrett ring through the country. We want petitions 
to move the hearts of legislators and politicians, 
who care for nothing but votes. We know that, only 
present an isolated case like this wictched man — 
coming to his senses, and finding himself in such a 
situation — sleepless, insane, with fear and desper- 


‘ation, —let only such a case be offered, and we 


know that all humane and tender hearts can be 


coined into petitions. 
Why, Pennsylvania is ahead of us; for the law 


tial evidence. The very Pope is ahead of us, for 
he will not hang a man till he has repented — and 
we enlightened Protestants send a man to his long 
account who spends his days and nights in cursing 
and swearing. We ought at least to give him time 
to look into his own heart. 

I feel lighter that through the action of others I 


have had an opportunity to do what Icould. But I 


do think we have been in fault to let this case pass 
over. That jury went home determined to act. 
One man said he only convicted him because he 
thought there would be time to procure a commuta- 
tion. And yet they went home, one to his farm, and 
and another to his oxen, and lisped not a syllable 
till, a short week before, Mr. Rice went to his min- 
ister. I feel that we have been in fault. Another 
unhappy man lies in Leverett street Jail. Let us 
not allow his case to pass over likewise. There is 
humanity enough, I believe, in the community to 
give a plausible excuse, which is all politicians 
need to abolish this law. If a dozen men had gone 
through Worcester and got 5000 names, as they 
might have done, this man might have been saved. 
Let us be awake to our duty hereafter. 

A motion was made and carried that a committee 
be appointed to draft a constitution, and nominate a 
list of officers to the next meeting for a Society for 
the Abolition of Capital Punishment; and on mo- 
tion of Mr. Phillips, the Chairman, Rev. Mr. Pier- 
pont, Rev. Charles Spear, Mr. J. A. Andrew, and 
the Secretary, were appointed the committee. The 
meeting then adjourned to Thursday evening. 

W. P. Arxinson, Sec’y. 


Murperess Parponep. Gov. Porter of Penn- 
sylvania, has pardoned Sarah Ann Davis, who was 
convicted, and sentenced to death in July, 1840, for 
the murder of Julia Ann Jordon. The Governor 
never signed her death warrant. 








ap easy task to change men’s opinions. How old is | tions as have been read from the work of a minis- 


The Tem-| 


We } 


Laws should be in the spirit of the | 
Gospel — and is the gallows in the spirit of the Gos- | 
We might as well go to the Bible for our as- | 


_ Pardon, but simply that he may live to know thé 


‘fate of his own brother, and to be executed with 
him, if he should be brought in guilty! Even this 
is denied him! The case is still more dreadful, 
| when we reflect, that in the trial of his brother, 
| which takes place in Mareh, the same witnesses will 
of course be called, and the same steps gone over 
again that were had in his own case. Some new 
| facts may be elicited. And these facts might lead 
to a more thorough investigation of the whole mat- 
ter, and the prisoner now condemned, might possi- 
| bly be found innocent. And this is what the Rhode 
Island Legislature seems to be afraid of! Blood 
|must be shed. The poor victim is now in their 
hands and he must die. What great matter is it to 
them, ifthe prisoner does want to live, to know the 
fate of his brother; and if that brother is executed, 
that they may sympathize with each other, and at 
the same moment share the disgrace and ignominy of 
‘the gallows! What care the thirty-six members of 
ithe Legislature who voted against the Reprieve, for 
| the feelings of a poor prisoner? We feel glad, 
however, that there were twenty-seven who were 
| willing his prayer should be granted. We have 
gathered up a vast variety of facts, and incidents, 
on the subject of Capital Punishment, but we have 
scarcely read of a more outrageous act, than this 
refusal of the Rhode Island Legislature. And this 
is the state for law and order! It is a blood thirsty 
state. This act will forever disgrace her, in the 


eyes of a civilized world. There should be a pub- 
lic meeting called immediately, — before the blood 
of Gordon is shed, that those who do feel on this 
| subject, may speak out their abhorrence of the 
cruel and ontrageous act now about to be perpetrat- 
ed. Let the friends of the Abolition of Capital Pun- 
_ishment, now awake to their duty. Let the case of 
Gordon be a watchword. Let them remember that 
they have little to hope from their rulers. Let them 
feel that this is but the commencement of the 
bloody work ; that after this execution, then comes 


the trial of the other brother, and what else can be 


there is that no man shall be hanged on circumstan- expected, but that the law will demand another 


‘victim? More in our next. 





CONVENTION oF THE Mass. Socsery ror THE 
Asouirion or Capitat PusisHmMent. 








A Convention was held in this city, January 21st. 
| Rev. John Pierpont was chosen Moderator. The 
Throne of grace was addressed by the venerable 
Hosea Ballou. 

| A Business Committee was then chosen, consist- 
| ing of J. N. Buffum, of Lynn; Ichabod Morton, of 
Plymouth; and Charles Spear, who reported the 
| following resolutions : — 

Resolved, that the precepts of Christianity and the 
spirit of the age require the immediate Abolition of 

Capital Punishment. 

Resolved, That this convention, view with grati- 
| tude and interest, the formation of the Mass. Socie- 
‘ty for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, and are 
‘desirous of giving to the society all the aid and en- 
_couragement in their power, both as individuals, and 

asa convention, 


Resolved, That we would advise the Executive 
Board of the Mass. Society, to secure the services 
of an agent, and we do pledge to him our hearty 
sympathy and co-operation. 

The meeting was addressed by Rev. Mr. Brim- 
blecom, of Barre, Rev. Hosea Ballou, of Boston, 
Rev. John Prince, of Esssex, Rev. S. J. May, of 
Lexington, Rev. 8. Cobb, of Boston, Wendall Phil- 
lips, Cyrus Burleigh, J. N. Buffum, Charles Spear, 
Origen Bachelor, and several others. 





Not being able to follow the speakers, we em- 
ployed a friend, who has promised us a sketch of 
most of the debates. ‘ 

The day was very unfavorable, yet we had in the 
afternoon and evening a good audienee, and a deep 
interest was manifested in the subject. 
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of our work on ‘ The Titles of Jesus’ and ‘ Capital 
Punishment.’ We held a meeting in the Orthodox 
Church, and at the close, we requested the audience 
in Gen. ix. 6.; ‘Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by | to vote. Every hand was raised against the gal- 
man shall his blood be shed.’ In every discussion, | lows, except one; and that was an Orthodox cler- 
the friends of the gallows flee to that passage @8 4 | gyman. Every where we have found this class of 
sort of ‘city of Refuge.’ We think it too much to | ministers in favor of the gallows. 

hang the fate of humanity upon @ single Hebrew | October 6. Concord. Sabbath. Held three meet- 
line; ene, about which the greatest scholars have ings ; two in the Universalist Meeting House, and 
differed for centuries. The argument founded on | one in the Unitarian Chureh. After meeting in the 
that passage, was ably met by our friend Wendell | affernoon, we went to the Prison, and spoke to the 
Phillips, a sketch of whose speech we hope to be | criminals from the text, ‘Come unto me all ye that 
able to present in our next. labor ‘and are heavy laden,’ &c. They were ex- 

We feel much encouraged in the great cause to) ceedingly attentive. 

which we are now giving our time and talent./ This prison is in a better condition than any one 
Never has there been so strong an interest felt in 
the cause in this city, as at present. The most im- 
portant thing now, is to secure the services of an 
able and efficient agent; and this will be the main 
subject for our next meeting in Ritchie Hall, on 
Thursday evening, Janyary 30th. We trust the so- 


The Resolutions were very important. We re- 
gretted, however, that nearly the whole time was 
spent in the discussion of the first, and the passage 


kind. The prisoners are allowed to work some for 
themselves ; they are even permitted to have lights 
in their cells. We saw several murderers there. 

We were glad to find both the Warden and 
' Chaplain opposed to the dbsurd and inhuman law 
ciety will not rest in its efforts, until this is accom- | of Capital Punishment. We asked them if they 
plished. There is no one now in the field lecturing | would feel as safe when the law was abolished, as 
on this subject. Who will go out, on this great er- | they do now. ‘They thought there would be no dif- 
| ficulty on that point. ‘ 





rand of humanity ? 




















To CorRESPONDENTS. 

| We are very much obliged to our correspondents 
| for their numero is favours. We trust they will have 
patience. We have an excellent article from the 
‘venerable Hosea Ballou ; another from Rev. Albert 
ine | Case; one from our friend Lewis Ford; one from 
23. To-day we visited the honrestens of wal Rockport ; one from B. Chase Westchester, Vt. ; one 
Hutchinsons. We saw the father of the - Tribe of | feomm-our devoted and xealéus' friend ‘Heaty/8. Pat 
Jesse.’ The ‘boys’ as they ee called here, Wete _terson of Philadelphia in reply to a question in our 
out singing. ya renee wate ROR, OS Mey: first number respecing the abolition of Capital Pun- 
would be sounding the gospel.’ He rather regretted ishment in Pennsylvania ;.o0¢ from our. waun friend 

that his sons were becoming rich, for ‘ riches took to | f ; 
. ee , Rev. E. H. Lake, of East Kingston, N. H; one 
themselves wings and flew away.’ ‘You did not f frieed Addi ner hy rs ‘ R 
think,’ we observed, ‘that there was so much mu- a ae) aa ae 
sic in your boys.’ ‘Qh,’ he replied, ‘they always 
used to be singing when they were children.’ The | 
old man is a member of the Baptist Church, and | Spear is gradully improving, we hope to hear from 


appears to be a devoted Christian. , him soon. 
26. New Ipswich. Reached here in a storm, and | 

found ourselves in the hospitable mansion of Mr. | 

Preston, a distinguished attorney in the state of N. | ; 

H. His lady is a zealous abolitionist, of the old or- | Boot spabaget | Pihaaig = sg a 22. 

ganization. She seemed exceedingly interested in | siiiaea, enone nvideg ware proceecd aod ieterred eae 

all the various reforms of the day, and inquired ea-| R. Rantoul, jr. and 251 others; J. Drake and 159 others; 

gerly about Rogers, Garrison, Burleigh, and others. | Charles Spear and 130 others ; and Sylvanus Cobb and 


Rey 171 others for the abolishment of capital punishment. 
Her husband was of the ‘third party 1? He thought Mr. Eartr, of Worcester, who presented the above 
Slavery could be put down by voting. 


We did not | petittons, moved their reference to a Special Committee, 
. . . | assigned as a reason therefore, that the Committee on 

feel disposed to go ate the question. We do | the Judiciary to which other petitions on that subject 
not like on every occasion to broach our pecu- | had been referred, had too many other important sub- 
liar opinions. Common civility has taught us to jects before them. He also intimated that if his motion 
| prevailed, he should offer ap order discharging the Com- 

P zing 


have respect for the opinions of others ; especially | mittee on the Judiciary from the future consideration of 
happening as we often do, to find ourselves in fami- | such petitions, and referring them to the Select Commit- 


ee od ith our awn. | 82: 
lies whose opinions do not correspond with our own, | Rtenrts! Mntensi..0f, Llbaen. sad Pann sel, Mens 


and yet who do every thing tomake us happy. We | Bedford, opposed to the raising of a Special Committee, 


think ‘ Comeouters’ would do well to be more care- | and after the reiterated motion of the former gentleman, 
ful ef the opinions of others. They would do well a i se ade were referred to the Committee on 


to thik of their personal sacrifice, and then realize; A memorial of A. B. Stanton and others, relating to 


t , " which others must pass. slavery, the condition of the black population, and 
ae Gales avagh: wet | praying for various acts of legislation, State and Nation- 


Mr. Preston is the gentleman, who in the June) 4) thereon, was proveniss by Mr. Beamenr, of Ashford, 
¢ 


session of the Legislature in N. H., introduced a e-: — referred to a Special Committee. 
. : . .| . Mr. Copman,of Boston, presented a petition from 
resolution to abolish all company trainings, and reg | the Ist and 2nd clerks in the Secretary's office, praying 


imental reviews. This was indeed taking radical | that their salaries may be raised. Referred to the com- 


round. The subject was referred to a committee, | mittee on the Judiciary. 
pi i pu a parca was taken ’| Mr. Berrs. of Marblehead, presented the petition of E. 


He observed that | H. Brown and others, of Marblehead, in aid of the peti- 
he was determined the subject should not rest here. | tion of David Pingree, for a railroad from Salem to Bos- 


He thought the time was not far distant, when there ame Refeired to the committee on Railroads and Can- 


would be no trainings in the state, except by volun-| Papers from the Senate were received and disposed 


teer compani He mentioned the facts that had | of in concurrence, 
Ss aah 7 | On motion of Mr. Davis, of Holden, Ordered, that the 


come within his owa knowledge of the crimes con- committee of ‘the Judiciary, inquire into the expediency 
sequent on musters. He knew of four murders that | of providing for the compensation of physicians sum- 


had been committed. in consequence of trainings. | ™0ned by coroners to attend post mortem examinations. 
’ q 6 On motion of Mr. Wiixts, of Boston, Ordered, that 


One was a Ferguson, now in State prison for life in | the committee on Prisons, inquire into the condition of 
N. H, and Richard Bean, both of whom killed | certain workshops in the State Prison, presented by the 


a ; Grand Jury of Suffolk in their last presentment. 
their wives; and one committed at Goffstown on On motion of Mr Wane. of Boston, Ordered, that the 


the muster-field ; and also Howard, now to be tried committee on Education, consider the expediency of in- 
in Dover. It would be doing a great service to the troducing into the public schools, the study of the Con- 
ity. if _ d bri he f stitution of the State and United States. 
communny, t some one would bring out the facts | @p motion of Mr. Hopxinson, of Lowell, the rules 
on this subject, and show the demoralizing effect of | being ey Sey for met parpoee. the vote of the House 
“1. . . + | referring the memorial of H. B. Stanton and others to a 
the military. We have not ume now. to g° ate this special committee of the House, was reconsidered, and 
subject, neither would it come exactly within the | the same was referred to the joint special committee on 
range of the plan of our periodical. Our main de- the annexation of Texas. The House then adjourned. 
sign being to show the inexpediency of the punish- ps REG, som aan An 
ment of death. Mr. Preston made ar estimate of! 4 Goon Joxe.—The Northampton Courier states 
the enormous expense of the present system of the that while a fugitive slave was giving in his ‘ expe- 
military to the state, and he showed that the least | tieuce’ at an vara meeting in the town, a few 
eer days since, one of the audience asked him if his 
expcnse, was $200,000, and the indirect expense of master was a Christian! ‘No,’ said he, ‘he was a 
spectators, &c., was about $200,000 more a year.} member of Congress!” This, of course, produced 
Here is a direct tax of $200,000 on the people, for a 


a roar of laughter. 
system which is entirely useless to the community, 


j i i erance 

walsh, he rants ian i eee A Scene 1n Court.—The Adams Sentinel states 
crime than any Paes ee °M| that while Judge Buchanan was passing sentence 
‘we come to take up the causes of crime in our pa- pea the unhappy criminal, Chrise, in Cumberland, 
per, we shall have occasion to revert to this subject| Md., his feelings were so excited as almost to im- 
again. pede ee one oe sonra, ie Judge 
, ‘ , arose, and with him the other members of the court‘ 
27. Wilton. Here we were kindly entertained bY | the bar, and the whole assembly, when he offered 
the Unitarian minister, the Rev. Mr. Whitwell. He} up to the throne of grace a most fervent prayer in 

went out with us to visit his society, to effect the sale | bebalf of the doomed and unfortunate man. 
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Hutcuinson Famicy. 


| Richmond of Abington. 
As the health of our Corresponding Editor, J. M. 
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we have seen inthis country. The Chaplain is very | 


HANGMAN. te ag 


MEETING OF THE MASSACHUSETTS Spe- 
CIETY FOR THE ABOLITION OF CAPI- 


ILLUSTRATION OF KINDNESS. 
| We intend, in each number, to present some 
| Striking anecdotes, showing the influence of kind-| TAT, PUNISHMENT. 
We gave, in our first, 


‘ness upon the human heart. 
‘a most admirable anecdote of Washington and the! The Massachusetts Society for the Abolition of 
| eee during the Revolution. Such incidents | Capital Punishment, will hold a meeting for public 


| show better than any abstract th@ry what can be | Discussion in Ritchie Hall, on Thursday evening, 


mtr ; ‘ ‘ ‘a 
‘done for criminals, and for insults received from | January 30th, at 7 o'clock. 
' others. | Dr. Walter Channing, Rev. John Pierpont, and 


The following is a capital anecdote, found | ; : 
‘in a publication sent forth by the London Peace So- | thers interested in the cause, are expected to ad- 
dress the meeting. 


ciety. If all duellists were to imitate the example 
here set them, the code of honor would soon come 
/to an end. 

Anecdote of Wolcot — Expressing my sur- 
prise one day to Wolcot, that his satirical dis- 
_position had not got him into more scrapes, 








Addison Davis has informed us, that he could on 
the Sabbath, or week evenings, go from his present 
place of residence to Lecture on Capital Punish- 


ment to-towns not far distant. 


he told me he never was in but one that seri- Address, Bedford, Mass. 


ously alarmed him. It was with the late Gen- 
eral M’Cormick. We had passed the previous 
‘forenoon alone together, when something I 
said more severe than I ought to the General,| ,ROLITION of CAPITAL PUNISHMENT; will 
ee ‘ He os I was more|}o14 a CONVENTION in the HALL of the 
sarcastic than before. He went awa ‘ ' s¢ 
‘sent me a challenge for the next Gants ee wena at uaES pt et at 
Six o’clock was the hour fixed upon; the | °! February tenth, at 7 o'clock. 

ground to be the Green at Truro, which at, Roserr Rantout, jr. Wenpext Pariurps, Dr. 
that time was sufficiently retired. There) Warrer Cuanninc, Rev. Joun Pierpont, Rev. 
| were no seconds. The window of my room, E. H. Cuaprn, and other distinguished friends of 
however, commanded the Green. I had | the cause are expected to address the meeting. 
scarcely got out of the bed to dress for the ap- | 
pointment, when, pulling aside the curtains, 1| The Editor will deliver a Lecture on Capital pun- 
saw the General walking up and down on the | ishment, in the Universalist Church, in East Lex- 
side next the river, half an hour before the, ington, on Sabbath Evening, Feb, 2, ot 9 af claeks <0 
time. The sun was just rising cloudily, the He will also Lecture on the same subject in Chelsea, 


morning bitterly cold; which, with the sight . ary : 
of the General’s pistol and his attendance on ™ Gorrish’o Hall, on Tuesday evening, Feb. ¢ 
the ground before the hour appoite rete —_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—_——— oa 
by no means calculated to strengthen my MARRIAGES. 
nerves. I dressed, and, while doing so, made! In this city, 21st inst Mr. Charles Sutton to Miss Mary 
up my mind it was great folly for two old | Ann Mansur. 
p> Ra | Walpole, Jan. Sth, Mr. J. M. Bacon, of New York, to 
friends to pop away each other's lives. My | yin sole Ma Whitman, of We BOM PFA 
resolution was speedily taken. I rang for my In Deer Isle, Jan, 9th, Mr. David Haskell to Miss Louisa, 
, se ot ; die .| daughter of Capt. Francis Haskell. 
servant girl : Molly, light the Jire instanily, In New York. Jan. 19th, Capt. Benjamin Webster to Miss 
make some good toast; let the breakfast be Ol Eunice Pratt, both of North Yarmouth, Me. 
inaminute for two” “Yes, sir.” My watch | 
was within a minute of the time. Pistol in| DEATHS. 
hand, I went out the back way fro se, | 
; J m my house, | In this city, 18th inst., Sarah Sylvester, aged 18 years. 
| 
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which opened on the Green. I crossed like In this city, 1Sth inst., Mr. George Mansfield, son of the 
a lion, and went up to M’Cormick. He looked | late Geo. Manstield, of Halifax, NS. 21 years. 


ut did not speak. id. “Gz . |. In Troy, New York, Jan. 15th Daniel Webster, only son 
Had 4 P Ft od Good morn |‘of Samuel and Margaret Ingalls. 5 yrs 25 days. 


ing v ye, General.” The ; General bowed.| On board the barque Peru, on the passage from Cronstadt 

“ This is too cold a morning for fighting.” | to Boston, Charles Parker, cook. ; , 

“ There is but one alternative,” said the Gen- | «,/%, Salem. Mth inst., Martha Jane, an interesting child of 
2. ; 965 Teg 7€U- | Mr. John Rolims, 4 years. 

eral distantly. “ Jt is what you soldiers call an | 

apology. My dear fellow, 1 would rather make | : 

‘twenty when Iwas so much in the wrong as [. Thomsonian Infirmary, and Botanic 

was yesterday ; but Iwill only make it on one | Medicine Store. 

condition.” “ I cannot talk of conditions, sir,” | DE WILLIAM CLARK may be consulted at 

said the General. “ Why, then Twill consider his Infirmary, Nos. 80 & 82 Carver Street, 

the condition assented to. It is, that you wiill| Boston. 

come in and take a good breakfast with me,now| N. B. Dr. C. will attend on Patients at their 

ready on the table. Iam exceedingly sorry if I residence in or out of? the city. 

hurt your feelings yesterday, for Imeant not to | wi 

doit. We shook hands like old friends, and, 

soon forgot our differences over tea and toast : | HE WATER-CURE JOURNAL, and Teacher 

but Idid not like the pistols and that cold. of Health, edited by Joel Shew, M. D. A 

‘morning; notwithstanding, I believe many valuable periodical of sixteen pages, royal 8mo., 

duels might end as harmlessly, could the com- | Published semi-monthly. Terms, one dollar per 


batants command ‘the field as I did, and on/| Y¢!ume— 26 numbers — in advance, or five copies, 
to one address, four dollars ; ten copies, eight dollars, 


such a bitter cold morning too.— New Month-| ‘ I 
ly Macazine, 1827: No. 75. » 263 onth-' &e, Beta Marsn, Agent. No. 25 Cornhill, Boston, 
FY RSI, SVEF 2 A FAP SOs. where subscriptions may be forwarded. 


Learning.—As it is not he who eats the more, For sale as above, the works of Brisbane, Godwin, 
_but he who has the better digestion, that enjoys the Boyle, and others, on Social Reform. The Phalanx, 
| better health ; so, it is not he who reads the more, Social Reformer, and Constitution and By-Laws 
but he whose studies have been the more useful,| of Brook-Farm Assocation; Mrs. Child’s Letters 
that ought to be esteemed the more respectable as, from New York; Selections from Fenelon, by Mrs. 
respects his learning, Follen; Life of Follen; American Politician; Bible 
: — —— 'Quadrupeds ; American Constitutions; the various 
Sentence or Rev. Cuartes T. Torrey. | works on the Water Cure; Pictorial Bible; Dr. 
We learn from the Baltimore Patriot that) Alcott’s Works; the Physiological and Phrenological 
the Court has pronounced its final judgment Works of Fowler, Graham, and others. 
in the case of Torrey. The motion in arrest 
of judgment was denied, and it was held that | 
|the three indictments under which he had For sale, as above, A Report on the Punishment of 
-been convicted were all valid. His counsel) Death, made to the Legislature of the State of New 


asked permission of the Court, in obedience | no by — L. typo onc i shee bee oy 
wy ware 7, ree Discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. 
to his (Torrey’s) request, that he might not be H. Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 cents. 


/publicly sentenced, which was granted, and | Punishment of Death proved to be unlawful, in a 
the sentence was privately communicated to Jetter to the Marquis of Northampton, by John Pell. 
‘him as follows: On the 1st indictment, con-, London. 1835. Price 6 cents. 
finement in the Penitentiary from December) Sacredness of Human Life ; a letter addressed to 
28, 1844, to April 2, 1847; on the 2d indict- the incumbent of St. James’s, Sheflield, on Capital 
/ment, until April 2, 1849; on the 3d indict- | Punishment, by Samuel Roberts. London. 184i: 
ee until April 2, iver. | slnopecanbatiane to Capital Punishment, to the 
Mr. Torrey has since been transferred to the Pen- ‘Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 


-itenti ‘ ced j i ; . 
_itentiary) and placed in ne warping department ‘toul, Esq. 1835. Price 25 cents, 
— + 


N ° ptecmmstrsepty oe ————— = : 
| Notices. 3 sman, 25 Cornhill, : 
| LADIES’ FAIR. Office of the Haneman, 25 Cornhill, at 


b > 
The Ladies connected with the First Independ- | Bela Marsh’s Bookstore. 


“ent Baptist Church and Society, in Belknap street, | Subscriptions received also at Geo. W. 
_are making preparations to hold a Fair, andrespect-| Briggs’ Bookstore, 403 Washington Street. 
‘fully solicit the aid of the public in this undertaking | ; 

Pesiokey aor rotamer © tg eta) Single numbers may be obtained at Red- 


| The object of the Fair is to enable the Society to'| ’ ae : ~ Reale At 
liquidate a debt of several hundred dollars, incurred | ding and Co.’s, 8 State street; Hiller’s, 187 


by necessary repairs on the building, which is now Hanover street; Flinn’s, 465 Washington 
rendered a suitable and commodious house of wor- street. 


| ship. Due notice will be given in the papers of | Wanted: Several Agents to sell our 


the time and place of holding the Fair, and dona- | ' : atl} 
| tions and contributions to the same will be in the works, to whom a liberal discount wi - 


| meantime gratefully received. Cc. [See Advertisement on last page.| 
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Voctry. 


From an English Magazine. 


THE POOR-HOUSE. 


BY BARRY CORNWALL. 


Close at the edge of a busy town, 
A huge quadrangular mansion stands ; 
Its rooms are all filled with the parish poor ; 
ts walls are built by pauper hands; 
And the pauper old and the pauper young 
Peer out, through the grates, in sullen bands. 


Behind, is a patch of earth, by thorns 
Fenced in from the moor’s wide marshy plains ; 
By the side, is a gloomy lane, that steals 
To a quarry now filled with years of rains ; 
But within, within! there Poverty scowls, 
Nursing in wrath her brood of pains. 


Fater and look! Jn the high-walled yards, 

Fierce men are pacing the barren ground ; 
Enter the long bare chambers! girls 

And women are sewing. without a sound — 
Sewing from morn till the dismal eve, 

And not a Jaugh or a song goes round. 


No communion —no kind thought 
Dwells in the pauper’s breast of care; 
Nothing but pain in the grievous past — 
Nothing to come but the black despair 
Of bread in prison, bereft of friends, 
Or hungry, out in the open air! 


Where is the bright-haired girl that once 
With her peasant sire was used to play ? 
Where is the boy whom his mother blessed, 
Whose eyes were a light on her weary way ? 
Apart — barred out (so the Jaw ordains) — 
Barred out from each other by night and by day. 


Letters they teach in their infant schools; 
But where are the lessons the great God taught ? 
Lessons that to the parent bind — 
Habits of duty —love unbought ? 
Alas! small good will be learned in schools 
Where nature is trampled and turned to naught. 


“ you any garments of a similar description and | 
superior quality, for ladies; I am about to be | 


Seventeen summers, and where the girl 

Who never grew up at Mer father’s knee ? 
Twenty autumnal storms have nursed 

The pauper’s boyhood, and where is he ? 
She earneth her bread in the midnight lanes; 

He toileth in chains by the Southern Sea. . 


O Power! O Prudence! Law!—look down 
From your heights on the pining Poor below ! 

O sever no hearts which God hath joined 
Together on earth, for weal end wo! 

O Senators grave! grave truths may be, 
Which ye have not learned, nor designed to know. 


OQ Wealth! come forth with an open hand! | 
O Charity! speak with a softer sound ! | 
Yield pity to Age — to tender Youth — 
To Love, wherever its home be found! | 
But I cease— for I hear, in the night to come, | 
The cannon’s blast, and the rebel’s drum, 
Shakiug the firm-set English ground! | 

| 


bits {Tone 


RUODE ISLAND LEGISLATURE AND| 


JOHN GORDON. | 
Soon after the commencement of the pres-_ 
ent session, John Gordon, who was sentenced | 





of Amasa Sprague, 
the Legislature fora reprieve of the sentence. | 
Gordon,(who it is said instigated John to com- | 
mit the murder) which will take place in| 
March. So confident was the council, that} 
the petition would be granted, that they did | 
not ask to be heard in favor of the petition 

But the House refused by a vote of 36! 
to 27. A number of petitions were pre- | 
sented to the Senate yesterday, signed by | 
‘. large namber of persons, asking for a re-| 
prieve. The Senate received them and ap-| 
pointed a committee of three (if the House | 
coneur) to repert on the petition. 
jnatter came before the House, it was most 


terly ; and those in favor of concurring were 
‘udge Branch of this city, Brown of Camber- 
Jand, Whipple of Coventry, and Tourtellot of 
Giurcester,but the vote on concurring stood 21 
for, to 39 agaist. So I think we shall have 
# hauging here on the 14th of February. Of 
iis matter ] wish to state, that three brothers, 
(irish,) Nicholas, Williamand John were in- 
dicted for the murder of Mr. Sprague. Wnm., 
aiver trial, was liberated ; John was tried and 
convicted, wholly, on circumstantial evidence. 

‘as, the elder, and who it is said, instiga- 





‘ted the murder (in consequence of Sprague | 
| having used his influence, and succeeded in- 
‘getting the Town Council to refuse him a li- 
cence to sell liquor,) has been once tried, and | 


the jury could not agree upon a verdict. He 
‘is to have another trial in March next. 


‘a pardon, but gmply that John might live un- 
til after the tria 


'men, every one must draw his cwn concla- 
‘sions. For one; I believe that the disgraceful 
| war in this State between the political parties, 


has destroyed nearly all the humanity which 
abode in the breasts of a majority of the-peo- | 


‘ple. Isay the course pursued by the House, 
is both unjust and inhuman ; and [think your 


readers will agree with me in this ; for Nicho- 
‘las is charged with being accessory before the | 
fact, and John as principal ; John being convict- | 


ed on circumstantial evidence, it is but just and 
humane that John, should not be hung, ( if at 
all) until after Nicholas’ trial. 


Now 
‘these petitions did not ask a commutation, nor | 


of his brother Nicholas. From | 
‘the remarks in the House by certain gentle- | 


The spirit manifested by some of the mem- 


bers shows conclusively to my mind that the 


Law of love, is little understood by them ;—_ 


‘while at the same time,there were a few mem- 
bers, Judge Branch and some others, who 
manifested justice at least in the affair, and 
seemed to act from humane motives. Some 


| 


‘numbers of your paper ‘ The Hangman,’ was_ 


/sent to certain members, in the House on Fri- 
‘day morning; and the one handed by the 


waiter to Mr. Sherman was thrown by him, 


among the hats on the window stool. 





AN INGENIOUS ROGUE. 


How | 
| disgraceful fora Legislator! — PERSEVERANC,, | 


We have often heard of singular expedients, | 


which have been resorted to by the light-fing- 

ered gentry, in order to indulge their evil pro- 
pensities, but we think the following piece of 
roguery which was lately practiced at Paris, 
Surpasses in ingenuity and wit anything record- 
ed in the annals of thieving. 


‘An individual, well dressed, presented him- | 


self at the shop ofa female who sold ready 
made linen in one of the retired parts of Paris, 


and observed to her, that she appeared to, 


keep a large assortment of gentleman’s shirts. 
‘Oh yes, she had them of all descriptions, 
( neap. ray madam,’ said he ave 

‘and verycheap. ‘Pray madam,” said he, ‘h 


|married and wish to make my intended wife 


|a presentof three dozen.’ ‘Certainly, certain- | 
ly, sir, | have some which I am sure will suit | 


/you,’ and forthwith, three parcels, each con- 
|tainig a dozen, were exhibited on the counter. 
| One was opened, and the stranger examined 
‘it with much attention; at last he said ; Jam 


| . 
afraid that these are too short; then seemed 


lost for a moment in thought, at the difficulty 


| which presented itself to his mind of ascertain- 
‘ing the precise size wanted—an idea seemed 
!to strike him. | 
the height and size of the lady I shall shortly 
marry, would it be asking too much of you to) 
‘N | 
Not at 


‘Madam, he said, you are about 


draw one of these over your dress.’ 
all, I’ll doit with a great deal of pleasure,’ 

In a minute, the good woman 
the body of the shop completely enveloped in 
one. ‘The stranger looked at her, walked 


round her,and stooped, apparently to draw) 
down the garment behind her tv its full length, | 


in doing which he very adroitly fastened her 
clothes to it with a large pin. 


found her clothes rose up with it. 
ment the fellow grasped the parcel and made 
off with them. 


do so, ran after him. 


she was soon compelled to return to her shop 
and put up with the loss:’ 


‘THE HANGMAN’ 

Such is the ttle of a new paper, published 
in Boston, by Rev. Charles Spear. Its ob- 
ject is to oppose Capital Punishment, and 
principally to expose the enormity and bar- 
barity of the death penalty to the members of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, as the paper 





When the| will be continued only during their session. | 
Mr. Spear has long been most zealously en- 
vehemently opposed, principally by Updike of| gaged in endeavoring to obtain the aboilish- | 
Kingston, R. B. Cranston of Newport, Sher-| ment of that horrid penalty from the civil code | 
juan of North Kingston, and Dixon of Wes-|of that enlightened State, and we sincerely | 


hope that he will not slacken his efforts until his | 
philanthropic purpose shall be fully accom-| 
plished. ‘The death penalty is a savage relic | 
ofa rude and barbarous age, and we have often | 
marvelled thatit should be continued in a| 
country professedly governed by the spirit and | 
genius of the Christian system, to which it is} 
in direct hostility. The Hangman is conduct- | 
ed with a good spirit, and the sheet before us. 
is filled with interesting and instructive mat-| 
ter. Itisa royal folio, and thirteen numbers 


; ‘ : foe! 
will be issued for 25 cent.s— Christ. Warrior. ' 


appeared in | 


She supposing | 
his examination finished, attempted to take | 
it off again, when to her astonishment she | 
At this mo- | 


a ’ ‘Lhe poor woman hesitated to. 
to be hung on Feb. Mth next, for the murder | follow—made another attempt to divest her- | 
petitioned by his council, | self of the superfluous covering, but failing to| 
: : — im So much time however | 
until after the trial of his brother Nicholas S. ‘was lost and so many boys collected about her | 
at the novel appearance she presented, that’ 


HANGMAN. 


—— ——s = —————— os 


















President in July, 1845. 


MAINE! 
in the State Prison. 


VERMONT! 


Sprague. Time of execution, Feb. 


TITLES OF JESUS. 
BY CHARLES SVEAR. 
Sixteenth edition, with rich steel Engravings. Price $1. 
YENHIS work has received high commendations 
both in this country and in Europe. We sub- 
join a few notices. . 

‘It seems to me to be ene of those books which 
ought to have a place in every family library, by 
the side of the Bible and the Hymn Book.’ Hen- 
ry A. Mines, Lowell. 

‘None can read this work without having their 
faith in the Saviour strengthened, their hearts ele- 
vated and improved, and saying, in the strong lan- 
guage of admiration, “ never man lived and spake 
like this man.”’ O. A. Skinner, Boston, 

‘The plan is good, its spirit excellent, and ina 
popular form, it presents the results of much learned 
labor and research. I consider its circulation de- 
sirable, and earnestly recommend it to all friends 
and seekers of Christian truth and scriptural knowl- 
edge.’ Cuarues W. Uruam, Salem. 

From the Inquirer, London. 

‘The author has bronght together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied | 
to Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
eighty. Each of these he expiains and illustrates 
practically, conveying mach useful comment in a 
popular style, accompanied by a great variety of 
valuable, moral and devotional sentiment. We be- 
lieve it is as yet scarcely known at this side of the 
Atlantic, but it would probably suit the wants of 
many, and be esteemed a valuable addition to our 
valuable stock of practical divinity. We have no! 
hesitation in expressing our approbation of its pre- 
vailing opinions and tendency, and our hope that it 
will meet with a weleome amongst us.’ 


From the Bible Christian, Belfast, Ireland. 

‘We recommend this work to Christian families 
as a useful and interesting auxiliary to their devo- 
tional exercises. We recommend it to congrega- 
tional libraries, as a work that will seldom be al- 
lowed to rest upon the shelves. We recommend it 
to Sunday-school teachers as one of the best man- 
uals we know, for rational explanation, and for prac- 
tical lessons of piety and morality. And since it 
is one of the goodly fashions of the present day for 
all persons who would aspire to any degree of lit- 
erary taste, to display literary ornaments on their 
drawing-room tnbles. we can confidently recom- 
mend it for this purpose too. In typography, paper, 
and binding, it 1s beautifully got up. It contains 
fine engravings by an eminent American artist. 
And if visitors have occasionally to wait a few 
minutes for the appearance of the mistress of the 
house, we do not know how they could spend the 
time more pleasantly, than in perusing a section of 
the “ Names and Titles of Jesus.’’ 

From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 

‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its ci.aracter and design. No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
son to diiler from the writer, he must still admire 
his power of moral discrimination, and feel at one 
with his love and veneration of the character of 
Christ’ 

This work is not in the trade, but is published 
and sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. 
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Preparing Sor Sica % 


Tuomas Tuorn,for murder. 


1° child. Time of execution not fixed. 


RHODE ISLAND! Joun Gorvoy, for the murder of Amasa 








Briggs, 403 Wash’g St. and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 





UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH!!! 


NEW YORK! Bass, the pirate. 
Blackwell's Island, New York. The time of execution is fixed by the 


Now confined in the Prison at 


Wirtiam Mirrer, for the murder of George West, at Sandlake, 
about two years since. Sentenced to execution on the 28th of January. 


Now confined at hard labor 


Time of execution not fixed. 


Evcene Currrorp, for the murder of his wife and 


~ 


14, 1845. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Samvuet Zeppon, for the murder of Cuffy Todd. 


Time of execution, March 14, 1845. 





Essays on the Punishment of Death. 
BY CHARLES SPEAR. 
Tenth Edition, with fine Engravings. 


VaYHIS work is intended to present a concise and 
practical view of Capital punishment. In pre- 
paring the work the author had access to many 
valuable foreign publications, scareely known in 
this country. The work contains sixteen Essays ; 
one chapter embodying O';CONNELL’S Speech on 
the subject. 
The work presents a view_of all the capital of- 
fences in the Union; a labor said by distinguished 
jurists never to have been accomplished belore. 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


‘If any man can read these Essays, and not be 
convinced that legal killing has incited to feur mur- 
ders for every one it has prevented, he must, it 
seems to us, be steeled against the force of evi- 
dence, and the fear of shedding innocent blood. 
We hope this book will be widely eirculated, though 
the author, being poor, publishes his book himself, 
and goes about to sell it as he can, Which will re- 
tard its dissemination. The facts here industriously 
collected—the recorded opinions of Beecaria, Black- 
stone, Montesquieu, Franklin, Rush, Smollett, La- 
fayette, (Chanmng, Edward Livingston, O'Connell, 
&c.,—are alone worth double the cost of the vol- 
ume. ‘To the more general reader, this work must 
be more interesting, than the freshest novel can be 
—so various and thrilling are its incidental portrait- 
ures of the human heart and life—-of our criminal 
laws, and their hardly more criminal victims. —New 


York Tribune. 


‘This work contains the clearest and most con- 
densed array of facts and arguments, on the subject 
of Capital Punishment that we ever met with. 
Portions of it ave thrilling in the extreme. We do 
not envy the head or the heart of the man, who can 
rise from its perusal withovt an utter abhorrence of 
this bloody relic of barbarism, and a determination 
to do his utmost to sweep it from our criminal code ; 
with or without benefit of clergy.—Ant-Slavery 
Standard. 

‘ The author seems to have compassed the whole 
subject; and to us his arguments, figures, and facts, 
strengthen a conviction that our whole heart and 
judgment assent “to, viz., that the punishment of 
death should be stricken from the statute books of 
every government whose laws are professedly based 
upon the ethies of Christ. —Hunt’s Merchant’s Mag- 
azine, N. Y. 

‘The subject is most ably treated upon by the au- 
thor, who has condensed into a book of about 250 
pages much valuable information of a highly inter- 
esting character.’--Bay State Democrat. 


Published and sold by the author, and by his 
agents, Bela Marsh, 25 Cornhill, and George W, 
Briggs, 304 Washington Street, where also sub- 
scriptions for the Hangmen will be received, and 
single numbers sold. 


GEORGE W. BRIGGS, 


EALER in School and Miscellaneous Bapks, 

Stationary, Sheet Music, and Periodicals. 
Manufacturer of every description of Blank Books, 
and general Job Binder, No. 403 Washington street, 
Boston. 
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